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ceremonies are prformed. Thus, there are a number of occasions
in a woman's life when she is not allowed to forget sex. Another
curious event is worth mentioning, tf the moment at which the woman
starts menstruating for the first time in her life is inauspicious, then,
a propitiation ceremony is performed. Thus, at a young age, the
woman is made to feel that there is something wrong with her. She
suffers from a giuilt complex throughout her life.

Some moralists have taken upon themselves the task to propa-
gate the idea that a woman shall not seek happiness through the
sex act and that she shall lead a sex life only for the sake of bringing
forth children. Mahatma Gandhi belongs to this category. Some
others maintain that as soon as a woman begets a son to discharge
the debt to the Father Gods she shall take to a life of celibacy
(Brahmacharya). In their view, sexual relationship between man and
woman is only intended for procreation; if indulged in otherwise, it
becomes reprehensible and even disgusting. But it does not appear
that our ancestors have had the same outlook. Sex was not abhorred
in the age of the rishis (seers). They gave sufficient importance
to sex life. According to one view the Rishis were hedonists. They
strove to make life blissful and fruitful. They studied sex as a science.
Vatsyana's Kama Sutra illustrates this view. A distortion in the
concept of sex has come about over the last one thousand years.
Doctors and psychologists know full well the travails of men and
women leading celibate lives, the unhappy situations in which they
are caught and the mental agony and anguish to which they become
subject. With these crude and unscientific theories, human nature
and human qualities are being smothered. These pseudo pundits
are tormenting the people with their ill-conceived and mistaken
notions, while a set of insincere people lead artificial lives with double
morality. Thus, the society is led astray.

There are not a few persons who propagate sex as a means
for liberation of the spirit (Moksha). Persons like Rajneesh who
established ashrams for carrying on sexual activities are legion. Sex
has been given an abnormally exalted position in the Tantric method
called 'Pancharatra'. The Hippies who consider modem society to
be full of deceit, artificiality, lack of faith and sincerity, attempt to
run away from it. They treat sex just as an instrument of pleasure.
Consuming drugs and leading a promiscuous sex life has become
their second nature. There are some people who compare sex to
a drink. For them morality and society are no obstacles. Such
abnormal schools of thought still persist.